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• Various Hands-on Courses for Parents
• Monthly Support Groups 
• Workshops at schools and clinics

all programming is at no cost to families

• Family Fun Days
• Case Management 

21
different 

diagnosEs
Down Syndrome, 

Autism, ADHD
and more

serving 
over

of families 
receive 

medicaid

1 in 5 families has a child 
with DISABILITIES 

That means figuring out special education, 
therapies, doctor’s visits and all the ups 
and downs.

VELA, a local nonprofit, invests in the family by 
empowering the parent through hands-on 
knowledge, support and community building

VELA’s vision is to create a community where
all families of children with disabilities can thrive

OUR FAMILIES COME FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE

#ILLUMINATEABILITY   VELA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All donations are tax-deductible. 

year in review

50% Spanish 
Speaking
10% Other 
(Arabic, ASL)
40% ENGLISH 
Speaking

Families travel from 
55 zip codes & 

10 school districts

30% growth in services since 2018!

55% latino
30% caucasian
7% asian
8% african
       american

2019 Impact

89%

335
Families served 
at Workshops
in schools & clinics

182
Families graduated 
from Courses 

221
Providers
trained

904
Attendees
at 3 Family 
Fun Days

374
Kiddos in
childcare

63
Families 
received case 
management

95%

96%

96%

of parents gain 
increased knowledge  
about their child's 
diagnosis

of parents learn how 
to navigate medical 
and educational 
services

of families access new 
resources and services 
for their child

87%

100%

100%

of families demonstrate 
a decrease in stress 
levels

build a Parent Toolkit 
to build a team with 
special educators, 
doctors and therapists

of families recommend 
VELA



 

muchas gracias to our 2019 funders and program partners
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Texas
Dell Children’s/ Ascension
Carl S. Anderson Foundation
Donald D. Hammill Foundation
Shield-Ayres Foundation
Superior Health Plan
HEB Tournament of Champions

Central Texas Autism Center
TKO Advertising
Austin Cops for Charities
Northwest Sertoma
Come Drum for Fun
Garrison Family Foundation
State Farm

Charles Schwab
Sonrisas Therapies
Trumpet Behavioral Health
IPSSA

Austin Independent 
School District
Round Rock Independent 
School District

Rise School of Austin 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Texas
Dell Children’s/ Ascension

Children’s Comprehensive Care 
Clinic
And 64 (and counting) referral 
partnerships

89%

3%
8%

89% Program Services

3% Administrative
8% Fundraising

22% Individual Donors
3% Earned Revenue
3% 3rd Party Fundraisers
40% Annual Fundraiser
26% Grants

3%
3%

22%

40%

26%
6%

before vela after vela

“powerless” “confident”

“I felt lost in 
the systems”

“I know where to get what I need for my child 
and family”

“alone” “found a community”

“I don’t know where to start and   
   what to ask”

“I now know how to partner with my child’s school 
and doctors”

Revenue $314,089 Expenses $240,771

6% Corporate Donors

year in review

FUNDERS

2019 
Program 
Partners 
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VELA’s vision is to create a community where
all families of children with disabilities can thrive


